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"WEAPONS'

Essential for peace and prosperity?

Mivush IHxit
e Blns. ) Paslitiend Se#eees, 2ol Yiar

eapons have had 3 |n-|t|: history of ambiginties
the so-ralled civilized eomniries first nsed them fo
make wars uglier, Lo lzhl lerror, amd thin Lo make
peace. However, U okl s kooewn oo alll
Merriam-Welster defines woeapons as “somelhing
wsed to injure, defeat, or destrov™, vet they are
casential  tools  for  maintaining  “peace”  and
Tprosperity” in speeches of the greates) leaders of
thie greatest nodiom, bol we st these lemdors,
dlon'l we?!
Like weapons, Demoeraey: a syslem of the people,
Iw the peaple, for the people 1o olisel governments,
kept explsting all aroumd the world in the lasi
cenlury. I has been complemented by the sincere
deddication of political leaders 1o win eleclions Lo
“serve the country”. However, Hhese politically
o bvalesd deslbeatbon= have servidl 1o manofaeloee
well  as

political  weapons  for  domestic  as

international wsage.

POLITICS OF WEAPONS

Weapon politics play o signifieant role in global
affuirs, as countrics around e world engage in
debates  and  negofiations  aboul  arms  conirol,
disarmament.  and  profileration. Many  differcent
factors  infloence  weapon  polities,  including
oo, stralegie, ad klealogien] considerations.

NUCLEAR WEAPONS

Fanatics would love 1o believe thal superpowers are
‘super’ hecanse of their charisma or god-gifts that they
iy prsess, Bul why hese gifls are resteielod merely o
gt fravcliomn of woddd eowlewes, did god make parlbolily, or
dhid sountries decide their Tnles on their own? Lel's el
the clutter, and be straight, today's workl order is more
or less being dominated by countries possessing niclear
weapons  and  no  god-gifted  advantages. However,
Pakiston anid Norlh Rorea stamd for the cxeeplion.
Nuclear wenpons: devioes desigued (o release coergy
explosively  through  fssion,  fusion, or both  coese
thermal amd fonizing radiations instanty followed s
radinactive fallont and environmental effects. Despite
having the potentinl of ecausing distroetion beyomnd oar
imaginalion, counlries are not convineed to quil the
mclear weapon race vel, as it's apparenl thal Inday's
world order regquires o be decorated with medals lor
cumutlative mmbers of moelear weppons,

Todny's  tally  of  noelear stanils ol

L5 08 approx ). Possession and  polenlial  wse of

LRI

nuelear weapons  have  signifiennt  implications  for
infernationsl seeurily, aml e development of oochear
weapans by additional counlries is o source of concern
for many paliey-makiers.
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The global community has allempled lo addreess Uhis
throngh  the
(100}, which mims 1o prevenl  the spresd ol

iss1e Non-Proliferation . Treaty
nuclear weapons and promote disarmament among
Lher existing mucher-armesd stales, Surprisingly, our
own counlry has nol signed this brealy as for Uee
Indian Government, this trealy divides the wordd
into nuclear "haves” and have-nols' and favors e

vietorions nations of YWWII,

ARMS TRADE

Apother imporlanl issue in weapon polilies is e
arms lrade. Many connlries enguge in the buyving
and selling of weapons, and this Irade can have
significant  political and economic  implications
Some countries have attempled o restriel arms
Lrancdie Ulirougly mileroalional agrecisls, such as e
Arms Trade Trealy (ATT). which aims o regulale
wlernabesal Urade o convenbooml weapons. The
solie protector of peaes
too hard for its purpose. It's dercision to establish
“peace” and "prosperity” has ranked it first in the
Arms lrade, Todav, Arms Trade is a S100 billion
imclustey willy the Uniled Stoales of Amerieas Glling ils
powckels willy 34% of all global sabes, The legemds of
American dimlicalion are by b song from Saoodi
Arabda, with Iimported arms from Ameriea. Sandi to
establish "peace” along with 3 other slates have
carricd ol an aie campaign in Yemen  against
Houthi Relaels  sinee March 200153 o suppsor]
Prisident Abdrnbboh Mansor Hadi, These allempls
Lo “Mghil lerrorism”™ have conleiboled o e death
tally going heyvond 5200, These lives were traded
for what? Mothing, no peace has been established in
any way. Chinese growing economy is being

Ameriea has been working

mirrored by its inereasing arms (rade, Today, il
stands Hth in the global ranking for arms exporls.
Challenges are being tirown al the Wil doe Lo e
technological sophistication of ils weapon system.

However, il's no good news for Southeasl Asia,
previsely for lndia, as Pakislan is among the lop
eustomers of “Made in China®™ arms. s this arms

trade in the name of ‘corporalion among nalions’
suilable for democrsey, human rights, or the

ervirodi el

Well, every sane imdividual will know the answer: No.
What i suils is lerrorism, human righls  vielations,

cxploilntion  of  liberly  ad  securily of  people,
destruction, and anti-demoeratic political regimes, If it is
so, why the lesde of arms bas nol been givien closer
altenlion by anvbody, even afler whal the world has
wilnessid in Yemen, Syria, South Sudan, Afghanisinn,
and Pakistan? Unfortunately, first and second-world
commiries have always wsisd the Third world o= their
paygroumd for their interests often by providing deadiy
Loy Lo Them Lo ran their polities, And the opiom of arms
o Lhe world gels Tuel for lheir liberal ecconmmies, 1L s
dhemoeracics e arms Ui

fisumel  Hhal expard

auloeracies, due lo hetr more Hsernl seomnomies,

WEAPONS OF POLITICS

Politics is a game of power o infloence and control, and
onr politicians know it very well. They've been exploiting
all the social cleavages for the longesi thal
demoeraey s seen, for the disperation of being eleeted

Loy "serve” peogle.,

time

Tin o BB exlend, iU eould b olefioed g5 oa fealure of
maporilarian democracies, However, o loday's Goe aldl
over the workd, thi=s exploifation on the famli lines of
casle, olass, religion,  nationality,
comtribted in tavor of its teatore getting converted as its
Toophole’. The rise of popolist  leaders,  righl-wing
exlremism, ol anli-immigrant seoliments ave lormed
demoerney inlo an anlagesd  Ethooeraey: a0 political
strocture in which the state apparatus is controlled by a
dominant cthnie group 1o further interests, power, and
resources, Today, principles of democracy: free amnd fair
eheetions, frevdom of Uhe press, amld role of law are being
Uarealened by Uhe toolkil of polilies.

gender, ete has

The Iasl deende hos seen proper  demoeracics-  for
example, Turkey- sliding bhack o authoritarian rule,
Myanmar turning aggressive against its ethnic minority,
Americans  blaming  political  institulions . for ool
comddneling free and (air elections,  censorship being
heavily s o medin oullels o ereale homogeneily
of  thoughts favoring  solocralic  governments, US
withdrawal from  erstwhile  eommitted territories 1o
establish democracy,
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anil why democracy is nol on ils brink? When more
couniries are auboeratic and repressive Treatise and
amd  entire

allinnees nalions

hecome

grealer oo lo operale. Today's workl order s

crumble, regions

unsiahble, and violent  exiremisls  have
efleclively ostile o auboeratic regines o Booarish.

Fosr iresbanneiee, Mossta ool Chinn,

They have not missed any opportunity to strike
demoeralic values for their inlernal repression and
Loy mmaligm inlluenee on ollier coinlemes. This ostilily
has delerred e prosess of global cooperation o
Lokl global as well s domesliv =sies. Uniled
Mations, which propagates democeracy is on ils own
nol demoeratic and always adheres to the stralegic
and political motives of its permanent memhbers:
Ching: Russia: Franee; The Uniled Kingdom, sl

The Ulpeilesd States of Americn.

I has shaowen its hvpoerisy when il eame Lo protecling oil
rich kowaihis amd lesving Rwandans {0 borm o the: fire
of e Hwandan Civil War. Mainlenanee of peace and
securily, the well-being of the people, and inlernational
cooperalion are e objectives of the United Notions,
howweser, wilh rivalries among ils velo powers, il is
evidlent thal it has fuiled by g greal mangin, as velos Kiepl

halting pessilde aetions of UNSC.

We can conclude thal neither convenlional weapdns nor
pralilical wenpons are efTecbve: L dieal wilh conlemporary
probfems bul are deadly only. Stales for their own
pridilicil aod ecoieanie molivis, have explorsd a way Lo
exploit them in the name of “protection” and "peace”,
They are just sugar-coated venomons pills lacking sinecere

efforts toward good global governanes.
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